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HOUSEKEEPERS'  CHAT  Monday,  April  13,  1936 


(fob.  broadcast  use  only) 

Subject:    "FORECAST  ON  FOOD  SUPPLIES."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Agri- 
cultural Economics,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Just  for  a  change  this  spring  day,  how  would  you  like  to  break  a  pre- 
cedent?   How  would  you  like  to  flout  the  old  tradition  that  crop  talk  is  man's 
talk?    In  brief,  how  would  you  like  to  discuss  the  latest  predictions  of  the 
Pepartment  of  Agriculture  about  this  year's  crops? 

Seems  to  me  that  the  lady  who  does  the  meal-planning,   the  marketing  and 
the  cooking  deserves  to  hear  about  the  food  supply  situation  just  as  much  as 
the  man  of  the  house  —  maybe  more  so.     So  I  brought  along  with  me  today  a 
renort  that  I  thought  might  interest  you  —  a  report  of  what  the  Department's 
Crop  Reporting  Board  calls  "acreage  intentions"  for  the  harvest  of  193"*  The 
Crop  Reporting  Board  based  this  report  on  what  some  U2,000  farmers  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  told  them  on  or  about  March  1  of  their  planting  intentions. 

Of  course,  we  must  remember  that  these  men  reported  their  intentions 
as  of  March  1st,  and  that  since  then  they  may  have  changed  their  plans.  Now, 
understanding  that  if,  here  is  a  summary  of  the  report:     If  farmers  carry  out 
the  plans  they  reported,  the  number  of  acres  of  corn,  spring  wheat,  flaxseed, 
rice,  peanuts  and  some  types  of  tobacco  will  be  large  in  comparison  with  the 
acreages  harvested  during  the  last  3  years.     But  the  prospective  changes, 
after  all,  are  mostly  back  to  what  would  have  been  considered  normal  acreages 
}  years  ago.    Of  course,  more  of  the  farmers  reported  their  plans  before  the 
Soil  Conservation  Act  was  passed  and  before  any  of  them  knew  how  it  would 
affect  their  I936  plans.     This  may  change  the  intended  plantings  somewhat. 
The  Crop  Reporting  Board  in  analyzing  the  farmers'  reports  made  careful  allow- 
ance for  the  usual  difficulties  at  planting  time,   such  as  hail,   flood,  drought 
and  so  on. 

Well,  now  for  intentions  as  to  acreage  of  individual  crops.     The  total 
acres  of  spring  wheat  promise    to  be  about  10  percent  above  the  1928-1932 
average,  but  the  acreage  of  all  kinds  of  wheat  will  probably  be  only  1  or  2 
percent  above  the  average  of  those  years. 

The  intended  peanut  acreage  is  indicated  at  8  percent  more  than  the 
large  acreage  grown  last  year.     If  the  farmers  carry  through  their  March  inten- 
10ns,  1936  te  the  largest  peanut-planting  year  since  the  World  War  period. 
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Another  interesting  legume  that  appears  in  this  report  is  the  soybean. 
You  know,  soybeans  have  been  increasing  steadily  in  this  country  for  some 
years,  but  this  year  the  prospects  are  for  a  decrease  of  about  11  percent 
from  the  record  acreage  of  last  year.     Even  so,  the  soybean  acreage  promises 
to  be  above  that  of  any  other  year  except  1935- 

Speakirg  of  beans,  here's  what  the  report  says  about  crops  of  "dry 
edible  beans"  —  all  that  class  of  beans  that  we  will  be  using  next  winter 
for  3uturday  night  baked  beans  and  chili  con  came  and  bean  soup.     The  indi- 
cations are  that  the  total  number  of  acres  planted  to  these  dry  edible  beans 
will  be  about  1  million  795  thousand.     That  would  seem  to  me  like  plenty  of 
leans  to  fill  every  bean-pot  in  the  country.     The  Crop  Reporting  Board  says 
it  would  be  3  percent  below  the  rather  large  acreage  harvested  in  1935  > 
that  it  would  be  7  percent  greater  than  the  10-year  average  for  the  years 
1526-1935'    The  largest  acreages  of  these  beans  on  record  were  for  the  years 
1929,  I93O  and  1931. 

And  still  another  member  of  the  legume  family  appears  in  this  report  — 
?he  cowpea.    The  intended  acreage  of  cowpeas  of  1  million  579  thousand  acres 
is  about  the  same  as  the  1935  acreage  and  6  percent  above  the  1928-1932  average. 

Here's  the  report  on  rice.     Rice  acreage  in  the  Southern  Belt  will 
probably  be  about  5  or  6  percent  below  the  5"~7ear  average  and  is  expected  to 
exceed  that  average  in  Texas.     California  promises  more  acreage  than  last  year 
in  rice  —  close  to  the  ^>-year  average.     The  present  indication  is  for  a  rice 
harvest  in  the  United  States  in  1936  of  876  thousand  acres  compared  with  ~(%k 
thousand  acres  in  1935  arid  an  average  of  32k  thousand  for  the  5  years  of  1928-32, 

Now  about  potatoes  and  sweetpotatoes .     The  intentions  indicate  that  the 
potato  acreage  this  year  will  be  about  3  percent  less  than  that  harvested  in 
1935  and  also  3  percent  less  than  the  5-year  average. 

As  for  sweetpotatoes  —  On  March  first  growers  intended  to  plant  jk6 
thousand  acres  as  compared  with  77S  thousand  acres  harvested  in  1935. 

Finally,  here's  a  report  that  may  give  you  an  idea  of  the  American 
family's  milk  supply.     Cn  the  first  of  March  milk  production  was  about  k  percent 
above  the  production  on  that  date  last  year,       Eut  the  increase  in  production 
per  "ow,  which  atroears  to  have  been  about  6  percent,  was  partly  offset  by  the 
lecrease  of  around  2  percent  in  the  number  of  milk  cows  on  farms. 

All  sections  of  the  country  showed  an  increased  production  per  cow 
jompared  with  a  year  ago  when  production  was  reduced  by  short  feed  supplies, 
-r.e  proportion  of  the  cows  being  milked  continued  at  a  relatively  high  level, 
it  now  seems  probable  that  production  will  continue  above  last  year's  low  level 
luring  the  next  2  months  and  probably  longer,  although  production  during  the 
summer  will  depend  largely  on  pasture  conditions  and  prices  of  dairy  products. 

And  that,  listeners,  finished  the  crop  news  for  housewives  for  the 
present. 
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